
 

Course Descriptions (Abbreviated), 2016-2017 Term 1 
 

General Education Foundation: In Dialogue with Humanity (GFH) 
 

Course code  GFH1000 

Course title  In Dialogue with Humanity 与人文对话 

Description 
(English) 

This course aims at introducing you to some classic writings in topics of humanity, and more important, 
inspiring some intellectual reflection over your own life experience. Chosen texts include Symposium, 
the Analects, Zhuangzi, the Heart of Understanding, the Bible, the Qur’an, Waiting for the Dawn, the 
Social Contract, the Wealth of Nations, Economic and the Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 and two 
other texts. Each week you will meet for two times, one lecture and one interactive seminar. Emphasis 
will be placed on your capacity to respond critically to the selected texts in oral and written 
presentations, in the form of class discussions, short write-ups and term papers. 

 

General Education Foundation: In Dialogue with Nature (GFN) 
 

Course code  GFN1000 

Course title  In Dialogue with Nature 与自然对话 

Description 
(English) 

Humans have long been curious about Nature. In the West, ancient Greek philosophers took the lead 
in exploring the physical world and the world of life with reason and hence laid the foundations of 
modern science. Scientists discovered physical laws, the laws governing life and even ways of 
controlling life. Implications of these discoveries force the humankind to re-assess their understanding 
of human understanding. On the oriental side of the globe, Chinese philosophers developed a different 
view of Nature. The comparison between Western and Chinese views will contribute to our 
understanding of both. 

This course invites students to explore how the humankind investigated, understood and changed 
Nature, to study and compare the development of science in Western and Chinese cultures, and to 
reflect on the humans’ place in Nature. Students will be required to read, discuss and write about a 
wide range of texts in philosophy, science and its history. Reading materials will be selected from 
influential literatures. Emphasis will be placed on students’ capacity to respond critically to these texts 
in written as well as oral presentations. 

 

General Education Area A (GEA): Chinese Cultural Heritage 
 

Course code  GEA2000 

Course title  Modern Chinese History and Culture 中国近现代历史与文化 

Description 
(English) 

Understanding China has become an important world-wide subject matter in the 21th century, and 
the most crucial part lies in the understanding of modern Chinese history, for its dramatic change 
not only re-determined the bilateral relationship between China and the West, but also shaped 
contemporary China. This course sheds light on the process of China’s modernization. Through the 
investigation of the long journey from Opium War to the Period of Reform and Opening, students 
will construct a comparative and comprehensive framework of China’s past and present. They are 
expected to gain critical and multidimensional understanding of China’s historical experiences, 



social practice, culture, and political structure, and develop necessary skills to analyze China’s 
future development through reading original works, academic studies and attending fieldtrips. 

 

General Education Area B (GEB): Nature, Science and Technology 

Course code  GEB 2003 

Course title  New Perspectives from Archaeology 初識考古學 

Description 
(English) 

In recent three decades, archaeological findings in Shenzhen and Hong Kong have been fruitful and 
unusually brilliant, presenting the history as long as 7000 years and the relation between human and 
nature with early civilizing process of inland and coastal areas. In the course, we consider how we 
know what we think we know about ancient civilizations and cultures through observing the 
archaeological remains and discussing the meanings of archaeological remains in our contemporary 
societies. Not merely does the course introduce and examine the ancient culture in Shenzhen and 
Hong Kong from south China and southeast Asia’s perspectives, it also pays close attention to 
recognise archaeology—from “archaeology” presented by media to archaeology as a scientific 
discipline; from archaeological work process to archaeological research—and further to critically 
evaluate claims made about the past and understand how the past is used for modern and social 
agendas.  
Students are expected to observe remains in different archaeological cultures, to read some 
exemplary works by leading scholars, to know the sequential development through various objects 
including pottery, stone implement, jade, bone artefact. No prior knowledge on archaeology is 
required for this course. 

 

Course code  GEB 2103 

Course title  Nutrition and Food Safety 營養与食品安全 

Description 
(English) 

This course is designed to help student to understand nutritional concepts, develop critical thinking in 
food safety and make informed decisions. It consists of 2 sections. The nutrition section will introduce 
the knowledge of macronutrient, micronutrient, healthy diet, nutritional labelling and weight control. 
In the food safety section, students will learn the overview of food safety, the principles adopted by 
authorities to analyze food safety risk and the food safety management systems used by the industry. 
Selected cases will also be analyzed to highlight the application of knowledge and principles to daily 
life. 

 

Course code  GEB 2201 

Course title  Evolution and Environment 进化和环境 

Description 
(English) 

This course will introduce students to current topics with regards to evolution and environmental 
issues, which often stir debates among the public. Students will understand the scientific background 
and the public opinions surrounding these issues, and develop their own critical thinking. These issues 
range from how evolutionary ideas arose and were popularized, how people perceive evolution and 
creationism, how evolutionary ideas have changed the way we perceive human nature, race, and 
medicine, to the issues of how modern agriculture changes our environment, what climate change, 
conservation, and Anthropocene are. 

 

 

 



General Education Area C (GEC): Culture and Society 
 

Course code  GEC 2003 

Course title  Society and Human Behavior 社會與行為 

Description 
(English) 

This course investigates the power of  “situation”: under what circumstances, will otherwise healthy, 
well-educated, smart people do unthinkable and crazy things (such as committing murder and suicide, 
showing no effort to rescue person(s) in danger, conforming to the cruel authority). Human social 
behaviors and social influence, including attitude and attitude change, conformity, interpersonal 
attraction, prosocial behaviors, are explored. Stinging questions such as “can we prevent violence and 
prejudice to make a better world” are probed.   It is designed to help students understand human 
behaviors and attitudes on a deeper level, to apply the social influence knowledge to our daily life, to 
address social problems with a sensitive and scientific mind, and make a constructive difference in the 
society. 

 

Course code  GEC 2202 

Course title  Warfare and History: Ancient China, Greece and Rome 

战争与历史：古代中国、希腊和罗马 

Description 
(English) 

This course will use several key wars or battles in ancient China, Greece and Rome as examples to 
discuss the ways of wars, including their strategies, tactics, weapons, logistics, etc.  The course will 
also lead students  to read some original historical materials, including  Shiji, the Peloponnesian War, 
Roman History, etc. Discussion based upon these original historical materials will help students 
understand how history is recorded, remembered and reconstructed. 

 

Course code  GEC 3101 

Course title  Adventures In Ideas: Intellectual Life in the United States since 1865 

Description 
(English) 

This course examines American intellectuals and the intellectual life of Americans and provides a 
comprehensive look at developments in the arts, philosophy, political theory, science, and social 
criticism in the United States from the end of the Civil War to the present. Students will read the texts 
of influential thinkers and writers, situate their lives and their thought within an array of intellectual 
movements, and explore how intellectuals formed the worlds of late nineteenth- and twentieth-century 
Americans. This course addresses a interrelated issues in modern (1865-present) America: the 
changing relationship between religious and scientific components of culture, with a specific 
emphasis on Darwinism; the effects of industrialization on ideas about American society; conceptions 
of race, ethnicity, and gender; the “duty” of the intellectual; liberalism, conservatism, existentialism, 
and postmodernism; the culture wars; and the meaning of American identity.  

 

Course code  GEC 3401 

Course title  Society, development and inequalities  

社会，社会发展与社会不公平 

Description 
(English) 

How rich are the rich comparing with the poor? What’s the chance for a given person to get better 
living standards than his/her parents, or to get a higher place in the social hierarchy? 

These questions that seem trivial are important both for social sciences researchers and for citizens 
who are willing to play an active role in the society. This course in the first place introduces 



international and national indicators in term of human & economic development such as IDH, Gini, 
GDP, Gross National Happiness and the different ways to measure inequality. 

Students will also learn about the disparity form country to country, region to region, male/female, 
and some principles of social stratification. The tendency of “social reproduction” is another 
important content of the course. 

In parallel of learning about social inequality, students will learn about doing quantitative research 
during tutorials. 

 

Course code  GEC 3402 

Course title  Visualizing China: Culture Modernity and social transformation (1860-2010) 视觉中国：文化现代
性与社会转型（1860-2010） 

Description 
(English) 

This course aims to examine the cultural practices and development in Modern China from the 
perspective of visual culture. Visual materials, including photographs, films, lithographs, 
advertisements will engage you in the intellectual and art trends, political culture, the local diversity 
and the national unity. This course has dual themes: firstly, visual materials will be focused to represent 
the transformation in political, social and cultural environments of China from late Qing to the twenty-
first century. Secondly, visual material will not merely be treated as the reflection of the political and 
historical situation. The complex relationships among the arts, political developments and historical 
backgrounds will be discussed so as to address the dynamics in knowledge production. You are 
expected to develop necessary skill to analyze China’s art and social issues, and to widen your aesthetic 
vision. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

当今，伴随着“中国及其发展”议题的日益重要，理解中国近代百余年来独特的历史进程变得十
分紧迫。本课程以视觉艺术和视觉实践（如摄影、电影、画报、广告、歌舞剧等）为材料，呈
现和讨论近百年来中国文化史的重大变迁，带领学生重审中国现代化历程中重大的政治转折与
文化建设；而在将视觉文化视为凝聚、编织中国人的现代经验的案例和材料之余，本课程也重
视视觉艺术和成果在反映历史变迁、服务政治之外的复杂可能性，因此将进一步探讨社会、政
治与艺术之间的互动与妥协。通过课程的学习，本课程希望培养学生解读艺术与文化议题的能
力，开阔审美视野，也希望学生习得历史地、批判性地认识中国的能力。 

 

General Education Area D (GED): Self and Humanity 
 

Course code  GED 2003 

Course title  Gender Matters: Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Society 当代社会的性别问题 

Description 
(English) 

This is an introductory course on gender politics and gender studies.  

The course starts from introducing the distinction between sex and gender and stating why gender 
matters. By using life-stage analysis, representations from pop culture, and lived experience of 
Chinese people in the eras of Revolution and Reform, this course enables students to intellectually 
realize gender roles- femininity and masculinity- are actually in the process of making based on a 
certain institution and underpin hierarchical power relation. Field observation will be conducted to 
foster students’ sensitivity and capacity to use gender perspective in examining their everyday life. 

The course then turns to issues of sexuality. LGBTI groups’ situation and voices will be presented, 
followed with discussing the argumentation that heterosexuality is still a socially made hegemony 
and sexualities can be of liquidity naturally.   



Part Three introduces students directly to the three compositions of “Feminism”, namely, 
transnational and local movements, theories on women and other minorities’ liberation, as well as 
Feminism as research methodology and epistemology. 

The final phase opens discussion on three lived gender/sexuality related cases that how they are 
intersecting with other structural forces such as national development, class formation, modernity, 
and etc.  

 
 

Course code  GED 2101 

Course title  Logic and Argumentation 逻辑与论理 

Description 
(English) 

This course is designed to develop students’ critical ability to analyze and evaluate arguments from a 
logical point of view. It will provide students with a basic understanding of such concepts as reasons, 
implication, validity, and fallacies. Students will learn the logical principles of deductive and 
inductive inferences and techniques of applying them for determining the validity or soundness of 
arguments. Elements of good reasoning from an informal perspective will also be covered. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本科旨在介绍和教授逻辑学的基本概念及技巧，并培养同学的逻辑思辨和批判思维能力。其
内容包括：基本的语理分析，辨认论证的技巧，演绎逻辑的基本原则和方法，归纳逻辑与科
学方法，及谬误剖析。本科特别关注演绎逻辑和归纳逻辑的基本方法及技巧，会以大量例子
和习题训练同学建立对确和归纳地正确论证的能力。期望同学能藉本科提升分析能力和学习
到逻辑技巧，并能应用有关能力和技巧于具体难题之中。 

 

Course code  GED 3001 

Course title  Good and Evil: Understanding Ethics 善与恶：伦理学初探 

Description 
(English) 

In this course we will study several different ethical theories in philosophy. Ethical theories are 
theories about right and wrong, moral and immoral, good and bad. They tell us what is good 
behavior and what is bad behavior, about how we should live as morally good people. For example, 
is it always wrong to lie? Is it okay if we kill people? Should the government take money from rich 
people and give it to poor people? Is it wrong to kill animals for food? Ethical theories try to give 
answers to these questions (yes/no), and more importantly, they try to give arguments for their 
answers. They explain why it is okay to kill animals, or why it is not okay to kill them.  

After we study these different ethical theories, students will be required to apply them to interesting 
social and moral issues we have in today’s society, and have presentation and discussion on a variety 
of issues including Euthanasia, Abortion, Stem Cell Research, Animal Rights, Equality and 
Discrimination, the Death Penalty, Pornography, War, Torture, Environmental Ethics, Consumer 
Protection, Corporate Responsibility, Employers, Employees and Ethics, Accountancy and Ethical 
Norms etc. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本科旨在为学生介绍基本的伦理理论。伦理理论是关于善与恶、道德与非道德的哲学理论，
在伦理学中，哲学家讨论什么是善的行为，什么是恶的行为，以及如何过上好的人生。本科
将向学生系统讲解伦理学中的核心理论包括亚里士多德的美德伦理学、康德伦理学、功利论
以及社会契约理论，同时还将讨论一些具体的历史伦理思想，包括中国传统伦理思想以及佛
家伦理。此外，学生须将所学的伦理理论应用到现实生活，就广泛的应用话题展开研究及讨
论，包括安乐死、流产、干细胞研究、动物权利、平等与歧视、死刑、色情艺术、企业责
任、战争、环境伦理、消费者权益、金融伦理等等。 

 



Course code  GED 2002 

Course title  Decision-making: An Art of Politics 

Description 
(English) 

“Man is by nature a political animal,” says Aristotle. Being political may not be as derogatory as 
perceived. It is an art of making decision. What does it mean “being political”? It is the central 
question in this course. 

The course has three parts. (1) We will read seminal political thinkers’ texts, including Niccolò 
Machiavelli, Max Weber, Carl Schmitt, and Han Fei Zi. (2) Looking at Graham Allison, Joseph Nye, 
and Deborah Stone, we will cover policy-making theory. (3) A few cases, mainly concerning the idea 
of justice, will be selected to discuss in tutorial. The three parts together help us learn analysing 
decisions from a political perspective. In other words, we examine the meaning of “being political” 

 

Course code  HSS1001 

Course title  Frontiers in Humanities 

Description 
(English) 

This course introduces a broad picture in humanities. It discusses the basic elements as well as 
frontiers of language, history, religion, law and political science. This course encourages critical 
thinking and offers different views on culture and society. Students are expected to form their own 
understanding of how humanities interact with everyday life, through presentations, case studies, 
field observations and role-playing activities. 

 


