
 

Course Descriptions (Abbreviated), 2016-2017 Term 2 
 

General Education Foundation: In Dialogue with Humanity (GFH) 
 

Course code  GFH1000 

Course title  In Dialogue with Humanity 与人文对话 

Description 
(English) 

This course aims at introducing you to some classic writings in topics of humanity, and more important, 
inspiring some intellectual reflection over your own life experience. Chosen texts include Symposium, 
the Analects, Zhuangzi, the Heart of Understanding, the Bible, the Qur’an, Waiting for the Dawn, the 
Social Contract, the Wealth of Nations, Economic and the Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 and two 
other texts. Each week you will meet for two times, one lecture and one interactive seminar. Emphasis 
will be placed on your capacity to respond critically to the selected texts in oral and written 
presentations, in the form of class discussions, short write-ups and term papers. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本课程旨在介绍人文领域的经典篇目，鼓励学生结合自身生活经验进行反思。所选篇目包括
《会饮篇》、《论语》、《庄子》、《般若之心》、《圣经》、《古兰经》、《明夷待访
录》、《社会契约论》、《国富论》、《1844 年经济学哲学手稿》等。每周设置一节大课和
一节研讨课。课程的重点在于学生对所选篇目以口头和书面形式提出自己的批判性思考，具
体形式包括课堂讨论、反思日志、期末论文等。 

 

General Education Foundation: In Dialogue with Nature (GFN) 

 

Course code  GFN1000 

Course title  In Dialogue with Nature 与自然对话 

Description 
(English) 

Humans have long been curious about Nature. In the West, ancient Greek philosophers took the lead 
in exploring the physical world and the world of life with reason and hence laid the foundations of 
modern science. Scientists discovered physical laws, the laws governing life and even ways of 
controlling life. Implications of these discoveries force the humankind to re-assess their understanding 
of human understanding. On the oriental side of the globe, Chinese philosophers developed a different 
view of Nature. The comparison between Western and Chinese views will contribute to our 
understanding of both. 

This course invites students to explore how the humankind investigated, understood and changed 
Nature, to study and compare the development of science in Western and Chinese cultures, and to 
reflect on the humans’ place in Nature. Students will be required to read, discuss and write about a 
wide range of texts in philosophy, science and its history. Reading materials will be selected from 
influential literatures. Emphasis will be placed on students’ capacity to respond critically to these texts 
in written as well as oral presentations. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

自远古开始，人类就对大自然充满好奇。古希腊哲人开展了以理性探索物理世界和生命世界
的传统，为现代科学奠定了基础。科学家发现了物理定律、生命法则，甚至控制生命的方
法。这些发现，促使我们重新审视人类如何理解自己的理解。在地球的这一边，中国哲人却
发展了一套与西方不同的世界观。比较中西世界观，将会加深我们对两者的认识。 

本科让同学认识并比较中西科学发展，了解人类如何探索、认识，以至改变大自然，认识及
比较科学在西方和中国的发展，并反思人在大自然中的地位。老师将从多部影响深远的典籍
中，选辑一系列篇章，供学员阅读和分析。这些篇章涉及哲学、科学及其历史等不同范畴。



本科著重提升同学读原典、论原典的能力。同学须发挥批判思维，就指定篇章进行深入讨
论，并提交论文，表述个人反思和分析的结果。 

 

General Education Area A (GEA): Chinese Cultural Heritage 

 

Course code  GEA2000 

Course title  Modern Chinese History and Culture 中国近现代历史与文化 

Description 
(English) 

Understanding China has become an important world-wide subject matter in the 21th century, and 
the most crucial part lies in the understanding of modern Chinese history, for its dramatic change 
not only re-determined the bilateral relationship between China and the West, but also shaped 
contemporary China. This course sheds light on the process of China’s modernization. Through the 
investigation of the long journey from Opium War to the Period of Reform and Opening, students 
will construct a comparative and comprehensive framework of China’s past and present. They are 
expected to gain critical and multidimensional understanding of China’s historical experiences, 
social practice, culture, and political structure, and develop necessary skills to analyze China’s 
future development through reading original works, academic studies and attending fieldtrips. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

21 世纪，“理解中国”已成为世界性的重要课题，而理解中国的近现代史尤为重要，因为这一
激变的历史时段不仅重塑了中国在世界上的角色，还深刻影响和决定了中国的国家形态、社
会结构以及文化构成。本课程将以“从帝制国家向现代国家的转变”作为核心内容，通过勾勒
鸦片战争到改革开放的历史进程，介绍中国通往现代路途上的种种成就、考验和尝试。本课
程要求学生阅读原典、研究著作，参与实地考察，帮助他们全面、辩证地理解现代中国文化
和政治制度，建立关于中国过去与现在的比较视野，体认其复杂性与独特性，并以此为基础
培养学生分析、反思中国发展的能力。 

 

General Education Area B (GEB): Nature, Science and Technology 

 

Course code  GEB 2101 

Course title  Modern biology and society  现代生物学与社会 

Description 
(English) 

In contrast to the traditional biology which usually studied all living organisms on a macro scale, 
modern biological research more focus on human-, especially diseases-related microbiology, cell and 
molecular biology. The achievements of these studies have deeply influenced our daily life. This 
course targets the students of non-biology major and introduces four research areas including 
microbiology, cell biology, immunology, and molecular biology in nowadays biological science.  
The ethical and social issues raised in application of these research will also be discussed. After 
completing this course, the students should understand the scientific background of related topics 
encountered in everyday life and make informed judgment using critical thinking.   

 

Description 
(Chinese) 

与在宏观层面以所有生物为研究对象的传统生物学相比，现代生物学更多集中在与人特别是
与健康相关的微观、细胞及分子生物学的研究，其研究成果及应用已经对人类生活产生了深
远的影响。本课程针对非生物学专业的本科生开设，旨在介绍现代生物学的四个研究领域以
及由这些研究产生的伦理的和社会的问题。通过本课程的学习，学生应了解一些热点话题背
后的科学背景，通过批判性思考做出理性的判断。  

 



Course code  GEB 2310 

Course title  Chemistry of Life   

Description 
(English) 

This course introduces the basic chemical principles behind the issues inhabitants of Earth are facing, 
including air pollution; water pollution; the quest for renewable energy; the creation of new materials 
for work and entertainment; the constant battle with diseases and ageing. Some remedies through 
newer technologies and a change of life-style will be discussed. 

 

Course code  GEB 2311 

Course title  Chemistry in the Kitchen 化学色香味 

Description 
(English) 

The course is designed to illustrate how chemical knowledge helps demystify common practices and 
beliefs (many of which are erroneous) in food processing, cooking and cleaning.  Emphasis is given 
to observable changes in color, odor, taste and texture. The health aspect of chemicals encountered in 
the kitchen and in “health food store” will be discussed. Some newer technologies in cooking, 
cleaning and utensil materials will be discussed. The impact of cooking and cleaning methods on the 
environment (in terms of  energy efficiency, particulates emission and radiation) will be examined. 
Some demonstrations will be carried out in tutorial classes. 

 

Course code  GEB 2401  

Instructor Dr. Wilson WOON 

Course title  Information Management in the 21st Century 21 世纪信息管理 

Description 
(English) 

Information is an integral part of our life. Without information we cannot acquire new knowledge to 
broaden our horizon. Companies will find it difficult to make accurate decisions about future 
changes in their business and markets. The medical industry would not be able to cure diseases. 
Search engines such as Google, Yahoo and Bing would not exist and social media would not 
proliferate. These are just some examples of the importance of information in our world today.  

 Hence, in this course students will learn primarily how to manage information using current 
technologies, which may include wireless communication, cloud computing, and Internet of Things, 
among others. Besides that, students will also learn to make sense of data using analytics tools. There 
will be no programming but students should expect to deal with basic Linux operating system and 
advanced Microsoft Excel. Students will get to apply some of the theoretic knowledge by way of lab 
tutorials, assignments, and presentation. This course would be an excellent introduction to the 
intriguing world of data science, analytics, and information systems.  

 

General Education Area C (GEC): Culture and Society 

 

Course code  GEC 2001 

Course title  Sino-Western Cultural Interchange 中西文化交流 

Description 
(English) 

This course explores China’s encounters with the West from the 7th century to the 19th. It introduces a 
series of case studies on Sino-Western exchanges in cultural domains. Major topics will be discussed 
through an interdisciplinary approach to bring together several fields in religion, philosophy, ethics, 
arts, and science. Visual materials and fieldtrips will be complementary to lectures. The course 
emphasizes on a cross-cultural perspective that goes beyond the limitations of traditional Euro-centric 
or China-centred views.  



Description 
(Chinese) 

本课集中讲授唐代（公元七世纪）至晚清（十九世纪）期间中国与西方在文化领域的接触与
交流。课程通过专题讲解和分组讨论，着重介绍哲学、艺术、宗教、科技等各领域相关个
案，并辅以影像资料及实地考察，加强学生对文化领域的感性认知。本课程同时关注方法论
问题，旨在扩大学生文化视野，超越传统的“欧洲中心观”和“中国中心观”等单一视角的局
限，从而建立起“文化相对主义”大局观。 

 

Course code  GEC 2201 

Course title  World Religions 世界宗教 

Description 
(English) 

This course provides an introduction to some major religious traditions in the world from a 
phenomenological and historical point of view. Topics include Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, and local religions, etc. Through the study of religion in different 
cultures, this course seeks to broaden students’ horizons and widen their academic experience. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本课从现象学及历史学的角度向学生介绍世界范围内的一些主要宗教，包括基督教，犹太
教，伊斯兰教，印度教，儒教，道教以及部分地方宗教。通过学习本课，了解不同宗教内
容，学生可拓展文化视野。 

 

 

 

Course code  GEC 2401 

Course title  Civilizations of the World in Archaeological Perspective 世界文明曙光——从考古学出发 

Description 
(English) 

This course is aimed to build the foundational knowledge on the history of world civilizations through 
recognizing archaeological discovery and historical documents. Based on the detailed observation, 
investigation of ancient site, and visit of museum, the students will have a good understanding of 
historical changes and cultural diffusion and origin of regional civilization. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

世界文明何时何地起源，呈现怎样的面貌，又是创造了怎样的辉煌成就。通过世界范围内文
明起源的观察，了解不同地域的文明起源，从而认识早期不同文明形态、文明起源的动力。
众所熟知的四大文明古国，究竟有着怎样的神秘之处；除此之外，还有哪些文明逐渐进入我
们认知的世界，南美洲的安第斯文明、印加文明，希腊爱琴海文明……随着考古发现和研究
成果的日新月异，世界文明的曙光熠熠生辉。 

 

Course code  GEC 3101 

Course title  Adventures In Ideas: Intellectual Life in the United States since 1865 

Description 
(English) 

This course examines American intellectuals and the intellectual life of Americans and provides a 
comprehensive look at developments in the arts, philosophy, political theory, science, and social 
criticism in the United States from the end of the Civil War to the present. Students will read the 
texts of influential thinkers and writers, situate their lives and their thought within an array of 
intellectual movements, and explore how intellectuals formed the worlds of late nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century Americans. This course addresses a interrelated issues in modern (1865-present) 
America: the changing relationship between religious and scientific components of culture, with a 
specific emphasis on Darwinism; the effects of industrialization on ideas about American society; 
conceptions of race, ethnicity, and gender; the “duty” of the intellectual; liberalism, conservatism, 
existentialism, and postmodernism; the culture wars; and the meaning of American identity.  

 



Course code  GEC 3401 

Course title  Society, development and inequalities 
社会，社会发展与社会不公平 

Description 
(English) 

How rich are the rich comparing with the poor? What’s the chance for a given person to get better 
living standards than his/her parents, or to get a higher place in the social hierarchy? 

These questions that seem trivial are important both for social sciences researchers and for citizens 
who are willing to play an active role in the society. This course in the first place introduces 
international and national indicators in term of human & economic development such as IDH, Gini, 
GDP, Gross National Happiness and the different ways to measure inequality. 

Students will also learn about the disparity form country to country, region to region, male/female, 
and some principles of social stratification. The tendency of “social reproduction” is another 
important content of the course. 

In parallel of learning about social inequality, students will learn about doing quantitative research 
during tutorials. 

 

General Education Area D (GED): Self and Humanity 

 

Course code  GED 2001 

Course title  Culture and Personal Development 文化與個人成長 

Description 
(English) 

This course discusses human development, from conception till late life, in physical, cognitive, and 
social-emotional-personality (SEP) domains across various cultures in the world.  Empirical findings 
and cutting-edge research on related topics are explored. It is designed to investigate how individual 
and social contextual processes interact in human development and to help students apply 
psychological theories and research findings on self-analysis and issues in communities and society 
effectively. Students will also learn about the disparity form country to country, region to region, 
male/female, and some principles of social stratification. The tendency of “social reproduction” is 
another important content of the course. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本課程探討人類之“始於受精卵而終於死亡”的終生發展過程及特點，專注於生理、認知、社
會-情緒-人格等範疇，並比較世界上各種不同人文地域文化和觀點對發展的影響。同時也探
討相關課題之經典發現及前沿研究。旨在研討個人特質與社會情境因素怎樣在發展過程中交
互作用，幫助學生學以致用，將心理學經典理論及研究發現有效地應用於自我分析、社區服
務及社會問題。 

 

Course code  GED 2101 

Course title  Logic and Argumentation 逻辑与论理 

Description 
(English) 

This course is designed to develop students’ critical ability to analyze and evaluate arguments from a 
logical point of view. It will provide students with a basic understanding of such concepts as reasons, 
implication, validity, and fallacies. Students will learn the logical principles of deductive and 
inductive inferences and techniques of applying them for determining the validity or soundness of 
arguments. Elements of good reasoning from an informal perspective will also be covered. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本科旨在介绍和教授逻辑学的基本概念及技巧，并培养同学的逻辑思辨和批判思维能力。其
内容包括：基本的语理分析，辨认论证的技巧，演绎逻辑的基本原则和方法，归纳逻辑与科
学方法，及谬误剖析。本科特别关注演绎逻辑和归纳逻辑的基本方法及技巧，会以大量例子



和习题训练同学建立对确和归纳地正确论证的能力。期望同学能藉本科提升分析能力和学习
到逻辑技巧，并能应用有关能力和技巧于具体难题之中。 

 

Course code  GED 3001/PHI3001 

Course title  Good and Evil: Understanding Ethics 善与恶：伦理学初探 

Description 
(English) 

In this course we will study several different ethical theories in philosophy. Ethical theories are 
theories about right and wrong, moral and immoral, good and bad. They tell us what is good 
behavior and what is bad behavior, about how we should live as morally good people. For example, 
is it always wrong to lie? Is it okay if we kill people? Should the government take money from rich 
people and give it to poor people? Is it wrong to kill animals for food? Ethical theories try to give 
answers to these questions (yes/no), and more importantly, they try to give arguments for their 
answers. They explain why it is okay to kill animals, or why it is not okay to kill them.  

After we study these different ethical theories, students will be required to apply them to interesting 
social and moral issues we have in today’s society, and have presentation and discussion on a variety 
of issues including Euthanasia, Abortion, Stem Cell Research, Animal Rights, Equality and 
Discrimination, the Death Penalty, Pornography, War, Torture, Environmental Ethics, Consumer 
Protection, Corporate Responsibility, Employers, Employees and Ethics, Accountancy and Ethical 
Norms etc. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本科旨在为学生介绍基本的伦理理论。伦理理论是关于善与恶、道德与非道德的哲学理论。
在伦理学中，哲学家讨论什么是善的行为，什么是恶的行为，以及如何过上好的人生。本科
将向学生系统讲解伦理学中的核心理论包括亚里士多德的美德伦理学、康德伦理学、功利论
以及社会契约理论，同时还将讨论一些具体的历史伦理思想，包括中国传统伦理思想以及佛
家伦理。此外，学生须将所学的伦理理论应用到现实生活，就广泛的应用话题展开研究及讨
论，包括安乐死、流产、干细胞研究、动物权利、平等与歧视、死刑、色情艺术、企业责
任、战争、环境伦理、消费者权益、金融伦理等等。 

 

Course code  GED 3305 

Course title  Poetry and Chinese Culture 诗歌与中国文化 

Description 
(English) 

This course is an introduction to Chinese poetry, mainly focusing on historical language researches 
via analyzing literary masterpieces of classical Chinese texts. Students will be trained to analyze 
natural speech, prose as well as poetry in terms of new techniques and approaches developed recently. 
In this way, the students can better understand how the language influences the way we interpret both 
history and culture. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本课旨在通过介绍中国历史上不同时期的诗文名篇，引导学生体会诗歌如何反映出作家对人格
的自我塑造；通过分析不同形式带来的不同文学效应，引导学生掌握欣赏诗文之美的手段，不
仅探索美学的鉴赏，同时掌握分析“美从何来”的具体方法。使同学在了解中国语言文学发展演
化的同时，进而获得对中国传统文化、思想更为深刻、成熟的认识。 

 

Course code  GED 3306 

Course title  Chinese Fiction and Traditional Culture 中国小说与传统文化 

Description 
(English) 

 



Description 
(Chinese) 

本科旨在指导学生研习中国小说经典，探讨不同小说类型之发展脉络、叙事特色、思想内涵与
文化意义。课程首先概述中国小说之源流、体制与影响，在对小说文体有整体认识的基础上，
引导学生重点阅读和分析部分经典作品，包括作为短篇小说的唐传奇、宋元明话本、《聊斋志
异》，以及长篇小说《三国演义》《水浒传》《西游记》《红楼梦》。学生将运用文本细读与
批判思考的能力，讨论文学传统中的普遍议题，增强对中国小说及其相关时代背景、思想潮流
的了解，并加深对中国古典文学与传统文化的体认。 

 

Course code  GED 3307/ CHI 3307  

Course title  Understanding Chinese Classical Drama 走近古典戏曲 

Description 
(English) 

 

Description 
(Chinese) 

中国古典戏曲不仅产生了许多文学经典，也极富美学与文化价值。本课程概述古典戏曲之体
制、形式、剧场及演变发展，循着古典戏曲的发展历程，探讨经典作品的产生，及不同剧类之
发展脉络、艺术特色、思想内涵与社会意义。由于古典戏曲既是文学也是艺术，我们的讨论将
兼顾文本与表演、文学性与戏剧性。课程将研读《窦娥冤》、《西厢记》、《牡丹亭》、《桃
花扇》等经典戏剧文学，也将欣赏昆曲及部分花部戏曲的表演片断，领略其美学特质。通过案
头与场上的双线进路，本课程旨在带领学生认识古典戏曲的文学、艺术、文化等方面的价值，
进而对元、明、清社会之文化、政治、思想、精神等有较为深刻具体的了解，并建立传统与现
代的比较视野。 

 
 

Course code  HSS1006 

Course title  Introduction to Sociology 

Description 
(English) 

This course offers fundamental sociological knowledge and perspectives to Year 1 non-sociological 
students of the School of Humanities and Social Science. The course starts with a panoramic 
overview on Sociology and the concept of "Sociological Imagination". It then introduces students to 
the basic empirical data collection methods for proposing and conducting mini-sociological studies on 
their own. Practice of doing mini-sociological studies and the related discussion are to be conducted 
later in the course, being connected with the experiential learning of deconstructing gendered 
consumption. The course then discusses with students how sociologists query our everyday life, by 
using six diversified and profound topics. Within the discussion on discursive everyday life, the key 
Sociological concepts and theories will be introduced and examined. Along with the topic-based 
lectures, the teacher will continuously conduct the sociological discussion with students on how we 
can live better with each other in this differentiated and ever-changing world, with reflexive field 
observation to communities in Shenzhen over the whole course. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

中国古典戏曲不仅产生了许多文学经典，也极富美学与文化价值。本课程概述古典戏曲之体
制、形式、剧场及演变发展，循着古典戏曲的发展历程，探讨经典作品的产生，及不同剧类之
发展脉络、艺术特色、思想内涵与社会意义。由于古典戏曲既是文学也是艺术，我们的讨论将
兼顾文本与表演、文学性与戏剧性。课程将研读《窦娥冤》、《西厢记》、《牡丹亭》、《桃
花扇》等经典戏剧文学，也将欣赏昆曲及部分花部戏曲的表演片断，领略其美学特质。通过案
头与场上的双线进路，本课程旨在带领学生认识古典戏曲的文学、艺术、文化等方面的价值，
进而对元、明、清社会之文化、政治、思想、精神等有较为深刻具体的了解，并建立传统与现
代的比较视野。 

 
 

 


