
                          Course Descriptions (Abbreviated), 2017-2018 Term 1 
 

General Education Foundation: In Dialogue with Humanity (GFH) 
 
 

Course code GFH1000 

Course title In Dialogue with Humanity 与人文对话 

Description 
(English) 

This course aims at introducing you to some classic writings in topics of humanity, and more important, 
inspiring some intellectual reflection over your own life experience. Chosen texts include Symposium, 
the Analects, Zhuangzi, the Heart of Understanding, the Bible, the Qur’an, Waiting for the Dawn, the 
Social Contract, the Wealth of Nations, Economic and the Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 and two 
other texts. Each week you will meet for two times, one lecture and one interactive seminar. Emphasis 
will be placed on your capacity to respond critically to the selected texts in oral and written 
presentations, in the form of class discussions, short write-ups and term papers. 

 
General Education Foundation: In Dialogue with Nature (GFN) 

 
 

Course code GFN1000 

Course title In Dialogue with Nature 与自然对话 

Description 
(English) 

Humans have long been curious about Nature. In the West, ancient Greek philosophers took the lead 
in exploring the physical world and the world of life with reason and hence laid the foundations of 
modern science. Scientists discovered physical laws, the laws governing life and even ways of 
controlling life. Implications of these discoveries force the humankind to re-assess their understanding 
of human understanding. On the oriental side of the globe, Chinese philosophers developed a different 
view of Nature. The comparison between Western and Chinese views will contribute to our 
understanding of both. 

This course invites students to explore how the humankind investigated, understood and changed 
Nature, to study and compare the development of science in Western and Chinese cultures, and to 
reflect on the humans’ place in Nature. Students will be required to read, discuss and write about a 
wide range of texts in philosophy, science and its history. Reading materials will be selected from 
influential literatures. Emphasis will be placed on students’ capacity to respond critically to these texts 
in written as well as oral presentations. 

 
General Education Area A (GEA): Chinese Cultural Heritage 

 
 

Course code GEA2000 

Course title Modern Chinese History and Culture 中国近现代历史与文化 

Description 
(English) 

Understanding China has become an important world-wide subject matter in the 21th century, and 
the most crucial part lies in the understanding of modern Chinese history, for its dramatic change 
not only re-determined the bilateral relationship between China and the West, but also shaped 
contemporary China. This course sheds light on the process of China’s modernization. Through the 
investigation of the long journey from Opium War to the Period of Reform and Opening, students 
will construct a comparative and comprehensive framework of China’s past and present. They are 
expected to gain critical and multidimensional understanding of China’s historical experiences, 
social practice, culture, and political structure, and develop necessary skills to analyze China’s 
future development through reading original works, academic studies and attending fieldtrips. 



General Education Area B (GEB): Nature, Science and Technology 
 
 

 
Course code 

GEB 2101 

Instructor Dr. Jiang Lili 

Course title Modern biology in everyday life   生活中的现代生物学 

Description 
(English) 

In contrast to the traditional biology which usually studied all living organisms on a macro scale, 
modern biological research more focus on human-, especially diseases-related microbiology, cell 
and molecular biology. The achievements of these studies have deeply influenced our daily life. 
This course targets the students from non-biology major and introduces four research areas 
including microbiology, cell biology, immunology, and molecular biology in nowadays biological 
science.  The ethical and social issues raised in application of these researches will also be 
discussed. After completing this course, the students should understand the scientific background of 
related topics encountered in everyday life and make informed judgment using critical thinking. 

 
 

Course code GEB2001 

Instructor Dr. Song Hongbin 

Course title Exploration of The Quantum World  探秘量子世界 

Description 
(English) 

This course is designed to broaden students’ perspectives on the frontier science and technology in 
quantum physics. It introduces students to fundamental concepts, principles, and discoveries in 
quantum mechanics without emphasizing on complicated mathematics. Students will learn concepts 
of quantization, wave-particle duality, uncertainty principle, quantum entanglement, quantum 
teleportation, and the applications of quantum mechanics in the real-world life. In addition, some 
experiments are offered in this course to demonstrate the principles of related optical phenomena. 
This course covers more on the historical developments of quantum mechanics and the impacts on 
daily life and world view. So the topics such as Manhattan project, multi-world theory and observer 
effect, will be discussed on tutorials. 

 
 

Course code GEB2502 

Instructor Dr. Rao Guang 

Course title Mathematical methods in real world  现实生活中的数学方法 

Description 
(English) 

Have you ever experienced any fascinating mathematical problems in real life but you do not know 
how to solve them? Would you like to know how mathematics approaches these problems? This 
course will give you a taste about those most fundamental methods in mathematics. Many interesting 
examples will be provided. Topics includes: logics, methods of proofs, mathematical induction, 
recursion, graphs, graph matching, graph coloring, sets, counting, binomial coefficients, inclusion- 
exclusion principle, functions, counting by mapping, and if time permitted, number sequences, 
modular arithmetic, Chinese remainder theorem etc. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

你是否在生活中有遇到过一些有趣的数学问题但不知道如何解决？你想不想知道这些问题在 

数学上怎样得到解决？本门课程将会让你了解到最基本的数学方法。在这门课里，你将会见

到很多有趣的例子和我们是如何用数学的方法解决它们的。课程的内容包括：逻辑，证明方

法，数学归纳法，递归图，图的匹配问题，图的染色问题，集合，计数方法，二项式系数， 



 容斥原理，函数，运用函数来计数的方法，如果时间允许，我们还会了解数列，模运算，中 

国剩余定理等。 

 
 

Course code GEB2601 

Instructor Dr. Chen Shanquan 

Course title Nutrition for healthy life 健康营养学 

Description 
(English) 

This course is designed to help student to understand nutritional concepts, develop critical thinking 
and make informed decisions. It will introduce the knowledge of major nutrients, the nutrient 
requirement of different stages throughout life. To prevent chronic disease and live better, the 
principles of healthy eating and weight control will also be included. Some knowledge about food 
allergen and functional food, which are frequently appeared in our daily life, will be taught for 
critical thinking. Selected cases will also be analyzed to highlight the application of knowledge and 
principles. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本课程旨在帮助学生了解营养概念，发展批判性思维，做出明智的决策。 它将介绍人体需要 

的主要营养素，以及人生中不同阶段的营养需求。内容还包括健康饮食和体重控制的原则， 

 以帮助学生及家人预防慢性病和更好地生活。 食物过敏和功能性食品的相关知识也将被囊括 

 其中，以培养学生在面对这些经常出现在我们日常生活中的相关产品时具有批判性思考的能 

 力。 最后还将分析选定案例，让学到的知识和原则得以应用。 

 
General Education Area C (GEC): Culture and Society 

 
 
 

Course code GEC2002 

Instructor Dr. Han Yuchen 

Course title Living Sociology 生活中的社会学 

Description 
(English) 

“No man is an island”. As social animals, people live, work, communicate and love with each other. 
This course aims to enlighten students with sociological imagination to understand social structures 
and logics of human life. 

Various social groups and phenomena (i.e. “left-over” ladies, sexual minorities, beauty industry, 
Foxconn workers’ suicide cases, global food system, community currency, cooperatives, etc.) will 
be examined, interweaving with introduction of core findings and insights from classic and up-to- 
date masterpieces. Students will also be instructed to observe, analyse, reflect on and solve the 
problems in their everyday lives from a sociological perspective. 

Jumping out from daily life, the course will then examine the social inequalities (which actually 
closely relate to everybody) occurring global-wide under the current political economies. Upon 
participating in field observations, students are expected to have more experiential understanding on 
the relationship between economic growth and social justice. Students are particularly encouraged 
to start their independent thinking and exploration on how university students/ graduates could 
creatively contribute in enhancing the common well-being. 

 
 

Course code GEC2003 

Instructor Dr. Victoria Li 



Course title Society and Human Behavior  社會與人類行為 

Description 
(English) 

This course investigates the power of “situation”: under what circumstances, will otherwise healthy, 
well-educated, smart people do unthinkable and crazy things (such as committing murder and 
suicide, showing no effort to rescue person(s) in danger, conforming to the cruel authority). Human 
social behaviors and social influence, including attitude and attitude change, conformity, 
interpersonal attraction, prosocial behaviors, are explored. Stinging questions such as “can we 
prevent violence and prejudice to make a better world” are probed. It is designed to help students 
understand human behaviors and attitudes on a deeper level, to apply the social influence 
knowledge to our daily life, to address social problems with a sensitive and scientific mind, and 
make a constructive difference in the society. 

 
 

Course code GEC2102 

Instructor Dr. Aurelien Boucher 

Course title China Sport: a Modern and Contemporary History  近现代中国体育历史 

Description 
(English) 

According to Pierre Bourdieu, “the particular difficulties encountered by the sociology of sport: it is 
disdained by sociologist, and despised by sportspeople”. 

Nonetheless, sports sociology can help to depict the particularity of one society culture and history. 

This course, based on the specific case of China, wants to show how Sports play a political and 
symbolic role in the construction of Chinese national identity from beginning of the 20th century 
until now. 

In the first part, we will discuss how the “sports” imported from western nation and contributed to 
the nation building in China. The second part will be dedicated to sport education in totalitarian 
China (1949-1979). The third part will be dedicated to Elite sport at the age of opening and reforms 
area (1979-to now). 

Through this course, students will understand how State and politic are shaping a cultural 
phenomenon like sport which is less universal than it seems to be. 

 
 

Course code GEC 2103 

Course title From the Great Divergence to the Great Convergence: A History of Globalization, 1900—Present 世 

界全球化史 

Description 
(English) 

This course introduces students to contemporary global society. It is however above all a historical 
survey that explores the political, economic, cultural, legal, and technological changes of the twentieth 
century. The class additionally addresses the links between these large-scale events and the common 
experiences of everyday life. Also designed to teach the essential skills of historical scholarship, this 
course instructs students on how to assess different types of primary sources, assess arguments, write 
summaries, integrate historical materials, and conduct basic historical research. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本课程旨在帮助学生了解现代全球社会。总体而言，本课程是对二十世纪世界政治、经济、文 

化、法律以及科技变迁的历史考察。学生将会在课堂上学习如何看待大历史和个人生活之间的

联系。通过学习本课程，学生获得重要的历史研究技能，包括分析和整合不同类型的历史材 

料，提炼和总结不同的论点，以及从事基础的历史研究。 



Course code GEC 2201 

Instructor Dr. Tom Carroll 

Course title World Religions 世界宗教 

Description 
(English) 

This course provides an introduction to some major religious traditions in the world from a 
phenomenological and historical point of view. Topics include Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, and local religions, etc. Through the study of religion in different 
cultures, this course seeks to broaden students’ horizons and widen their academic experience. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本课从现象学及历史学的角度向学生介绍世界范围内的一些主要宗教，包括基督教，犹太 

教，伊斯兰教，印度教，儒教，道教以及部分地方宗教。通过学习本课，了解不同宗教内

容，学生可拓展文化视野。 

 
General Education Area D (GED): Self and Humanity 

 
 

Course code GED 2101 

Instructor Dr. Tony Lo 

Course title Logic and Argumentation 逻辑与论理 

Description 
(English) 

This course is designed to develop students’ critical ability to analyze and evaluate arguments from a 
logical point of view. It will provide students with a basic understanding of such concepts as reasons, 
implication, validity, and fallacies. Students will learn the logical principles of deductive and 
inductive inferences and techniques of applying them for determining the validity or soundness of 
arguments. Elements of good reasoning from an informal perspective will also be covered. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本科旨在介绍和教授逻辑学的基本概念及技巧，并培养同学的逻辑思辨和批判思维能力。其 

内容包括：基本的语理分析，辨认论证的技巧，演绎逻辑的基本原则和方法，归纳逻辑与科 

 学方法，及谬误剖析。本科特别关注演绎逻辑和归纳逻辑的基本方法及技巧，会以大量例子 

 和习题训练同学建立对确和归纳地正确论证的能力。期望同学能藉本科提升分析能力和学习 

 到逻辑技巧，并能应用有关能力和技巧于具体难题之中。 

 
 

Course code GED 2102 

Instructor Dr. Lucas Scripter 

Course title Existentialism 存在主义 

Description 
(English) 

How should you confront your own death? Is it possible to lead a meaningful life in the face of 
absurdity? How can an individual live in an authentic way? This course will address these 
questions, among others, through the reading of philosophical and literary texts that belong to the 
“existentialist” movement. Focusing on themes of the individual, freedom, authenticity, and self- 
other relations, this course will cover major philosophers in 19th and 20th century western 
Philosophy including Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Sartre, Camus, Buber, and de Beauvoir. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

你应该怎样面对自己的死亡？在面对荒谬的言行的时候，你还可能拥有一个有意义的人生 

吗？单独的个体如何以一个真实的方式生活？这个课程将要通过阅读有关存在主义活动的相 

 关哲学和文学作品来解答这些问题以及相关论题。专注于个体主题，自由，本真性，人际关 

 联性的研究，这个课程将涵盖 19 和 20 世纪西方哲学主要的哲学家包含 Kierkegaard, 
 Nietzsche, Heidegger, Sartre, Camus, Buber, 和 de Beauvoir. 



Course code GED 2201 

Instructor Dr. Chen Xiaozhen 

Course title Gods and Men——Greek Myth and Ethics  神與人——希臘神話與倫理 

Description 
(English) 

This course will introduce students to the culture of Ancient Greece, in the way of learning and 
reflecting the myths about the Olympian gods and heroes, which is always considered as the origins 
of western thoughts. To understand a culture better, we need to go back to its beginning period, the 
myths period. By doing so, we’ll learn not only interesting and mythical tales, but also the way of 
understanding the world and society among early humans. The topics shown in the tales are eternal, 
such as human nature and fate, conflicts between justice and law, which still deserve further 
discussion nowadays. Due to the characteristics of myths in all cultures (lack of systematic writing 
in early days), this course will involve many literary works, like ancient Greek dramas. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

神話是早期人類認識及描述世界的方式，要了解一種文化，就要了解這種文化的源頭——神 

話。因而，若想更好地了解西方文化，需要了解古希臘神話。以此為初衷，本課程將會介紹 

 有關古希臘奧林匹亞山系的諸神及各類半神（英雄）的神話傳說，並通過對這些神話傳說的 

 解讀，進而把握早期人類的思維方式與生活圖景。在神話中涉及的永恆話題，諸如人性與命 

 運，在今天仍是我們把握自我存在的重要話題，因而在課程討論中將會引導學生進行這方面 

 的思考。鑒於所有神話皆有的共性（即早期沒有系統性的文本記述），本課程在授課過程中 

 將會涉及到許多文學性文本，比如古希臘的悲劇和喜劇。 

 
 

Course code GED 3001 

Instructor Dr. Jin LEE 

Course title Good and Evil: Understanding Ethics 善与恶：伦理学初探 

Description 
(English) 

In this course we will study several different ethical theories in philosophy. Ethical theories are 
theories about right and wrong, moral and immoral, good and bad. They tell us what is good 
behavior and what is bad behavior, about how we should live as morally good people. For example, 
is it always wrong to lie? Is it okay if we kill people? Should the government take money from rich 
people and give it to poor people? Is it wrong to kill animals for food? Ethical theories try to give 
answers to these questions (yes/no), and more importantly, they try to give arguments for their 
answers. They explain why it is okay to kill animals, or why it is not okay to kill them. 

After we study these different ethical theories, students will be required to apply them to interesting 
social and moral issues we have in today’s society, and have presentation and discussion on a variety 
of issues including Euthanasia, Abortion, Stem Cell Research, Animal Rights, Equality and 
Discrimination, the Death Penalty, Pornography, War, Torture, Environmental Ethics, Consumer 
Protection, Corporate Responsibility, Employers, Employees and Ethics, Accountancy and Ethical 
Norms etc. 

Description 
(Chinese) 

本科旨在为学生介绍基本的伦理理论。伦理理论是关于善与恶、道德与非道德的哲学理论。 

在伦理学中，哲学家讨论什么是善的行为，什么是恶的行为，以及如何过上好的人生。本科 

 将向学生系统讲解伦理学中的核心理论包括亚里士多德的美德伦理学、康德伦理学、功利论 

 以及社会契约理论，同时还将讨论一些具体的历史伦理思想，包括中国传统伦理思想以及佛 

 家伦理。此外，学生须将所学的伦理理论应用到现实生活，就广泛的应用话题展开研究及讨 

 论，包括安乐死、流产、干细胞研究、动物权利、平等与歧视、死刑、色情艺术、企业责 

 任、战争、环境伦理、消费者权益、金融伦理等等。 
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